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Is Patriotism Wrong? 
One of the by-products of the present “one- 
world” philosophy which is so popular in some 
quarters today is the playing down of patriotism. 


‘ 


Conversely we see the strange phenomenon 
of an over-consideration for the nationalistic 
feelings of others with a corresponding lack of 
emphasis on our own national rights and the 
moral duty of American citizens to be proud 
of and concerned for the good name and wel- 
fare of our own land. 


In the July 20th issue of U. S. News & World 
Report, Robert C. Hell of our State Depart- 
ment calls attention to the present drive against 
patriotism and how it is playing directly into 
the hands of the enemies of our country. 


No one would defend the flag-waving of those 
“patriots” whose chief aim seems to be the 
glorification of self, or the grinding of some 
particular axe. Such is shallow and even ob- 
noxious. 


On the other hand, every American citizen 
should be proud of this land in which we live 
and a zealous guardian of those things for 
which she stands. That this will at times in- 
volve a clear-cut stand for our national rights 
and prestige is inevitable. Such is both a duty 
and a privilege. 


As a Roman citizen the apostle Paul found 
his rights disregarded in Phillipi. Did he yield 
to the indignities heaped upon him without 
protest. A reading of the incident shows that 
he rightly demanded an apology, and got one. 


The day of the big stick and of sword-rattling 
may be gone but along with them has also 
gone a willingness to stand for rights which 
often involve moral principles. A firm stand 
and a bold assertion of national integrity has 
often nipped incipient trouble in the bud. It 
may do it again in the future. 


As Americans we should be proud and thank- 
ful for our country and for our national heri- 
tage. Such patriotism is greatly needed today. 


L.N.B. 
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Overgrown Trails 


“Let us search and try our ways, and turn 
again unto the Lord.” Lamentations 3:40. 


One Sunday morning many years ago, in the 
course of the sermon in the Westminster Church 
in St. Louis, I remarked that somebody might 
possibly be there that day who had not dark- 
ened the door of any church for maybe twenty 
years. After almost the entire congregation had 
departed, I saw a lone man standing in the 
far end of the middle aisle. I went to him and 
found him shaking with emotion. “I am_ the 
man you're talking about,” said he. “It’s been 
far more than twenty years since I have been 
inside any church till today, and I don‘t know 
why I came here, unless it was to be reminded 
of what I have been losing.” 


That incident leads me to write a paragraph 
about Overgrown Trails. The story just recited 
is not unusual. A boy, for instance, may have 
grown up in a Christian home. If so, the church 
may have been the goal for his feet every Sab- 
bath. The daily practice of Christian virtues 
may have been his manner of life. And yet 
new associations in adulthood may have neutral- 
ized his interest in the training that was most 
worthwhile. Therefore, the pathway to the 
House of God became overgrown with weeds. 
His religious conviction suffered frustration. 
High moral and_ spiritual values fell into 
eclipse. He may later wake up to what has 
been happening to him—or he may not. In 
case he does, however successful he may be in 
business or in his chosen profession, he has a 
haunting feeling that he has let something go 
that was vital to his growth, and that promised 
contentment for his maturity. And there he 
stands alone in the aisle of some strange church, 
his heart flooded with commingled emotion and 
regret. The people who enjoyed the hour of 
uplifting fellowship are gone. And there he 
stands a lonely man. A pathetic figure he is, 
admitting that he has nobody to blame but 
himself. Underbrush now chokes the trail that 
he had deserted. 
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How easily the wilderness takes over! The 
convictions that are real in one’s impressionable 
days, together with the duties appertaining 
thereto become bedimmed, and finally cease to 
operate. The weeds have choked the ambition 
that was the heritage of a Christian parentage. 
Temporary success in things material perchance 
has thrown bigger gains into eclipse. 


What to do? Stand alone in an empty church 
and bemoan his loss? No! The invitation 
stands: “Let us search and try our ways, and 
turn again unto the Lord.” That is the sole 
prescription for relief, but the result is guar- 
anteed. C. H. Spurgeon, great man that he 
was, prayed every day: “Lord, remember not 
my sins, but remember me.” There it is! 

William Crowe, Sr. 


“All That Glitters...” 


There is much which makes appeal to the 
reading public. Not a little relates to religion. 
\ goodly amount touches the Christian Faith. 
Too much has to do with erroneous, though 
glittering, notions. All of this leads us to the 
Bible. 





How are we to look on the Book of Books? 
Many are the gilded theories launched by men 
of note, which bid for acceptance by the un- 
wary, fancies that are of the same stripe, and 
particularly with reference to Scripture viewed 
in a “new and appealing sense,” as not being 
true in its words but only in its ideas, not 
propositions, but events, not revelations from 
God Himself, but tales around the camp-fire, 
not finality but floundering, not literal but 
legendary, not sacred but saga. 


To wit, - we quote from a sister denomina- 
tion’s Board of Education brochure entitled, 
“T Believe”: “Regarding miracles, men are 
puzzled: they do not see God acting that way 
today. (Aside: This might be remarked about 
a number of facts). Stories were repeated 
orally for many generations and finally written 
down by folk without any notion of science 
like we have. Bible writers gave religious turn 
to everything they said. We might say: ‘It 
rained this afternoon.’ They would be inclined 
to say: “The Lord sent rain.’ We would say: 
‘It seems best for me to do so and so.’ They 
would say: “The Lord told me to do it’. . . 
Whatever you believe about the details of these 
narratives, the important thing is to catch the 
spiritual truth behind them.” 


Now the people who put out bed-time stories 
like this, seem quite unaware of the spiritual 
nightmares they would cause for those who 
should take them seriously. The general idea 
seems to be just anything to avoid the plain 
sense of the Bible. And particularly the learned, 
- in their own conceits, frown upon anything 
that looks like the “propositional” method in 
understanding the Word of God. It should be 
well-considered that any other fashion of ap- 
proaching Scripture will make havoc of it! 


The proof-text method, the propositional 
use, the direct guidance approach, - these we 
are warned against, as we seek to have a word 
from God. We wonder why this deep concern. 
And we also wonder who are the concerned. 


It requires little examination to see that these 
are in general the folk who reject some of the 
cardinal doctrines of Scripture, deny some of 
its historic facts, spurn the thought that there 
is a supernatural revelation in the first place. 
And the conclusion is that this “new method” 
of dealing with the Word of God is in the 
nature of a rationalization, a subterfuge, a con- 
cealed process of denying inspiration and au- 
thority and finality touching the Book. 


Of course the propositional method may be, 
has been, abused. But after all, “Christ died 
for our sins” is a proposition. And however em- 
barrassing it may be to confess the fact, “Believe 
on the Lord Jesus Christ and thou shalt be 
saved,” is a proposition. And so is “On this 
rock will I build my Church.” Also, “Thou 
wilt keep him in perfect peace whose mind is 
stayed on Thee.” 


And, in passing, it may be added that the 
back-bone of our theology, which is Scriptur- 
ally-based, is of the proof-text variety. And our 
advice to those who scorn the “direct guidance” 
attitude, is to have a care lest in some tight 
spot they may seek in vain for that everlasting 
consolation which so many of the saints have 
found in the Word that liveth and abideth for- 
ever! 

Also those who are guilty of using the proof- 
text procedure, seem to be in very good com- 
pany. We note that the Apostle Paul employed 
it rather often. And the Apostle Peter did the 
same, not once, nor twice. And we read how 
that the Lord Jesus Christ Himself did not 
think it improper: He fell back on it over 
and over again. The practice may not have 
the glitter of the specious advice of men of 
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letters; but on the whole, we rather choose the 
time-honored and quite satisfactory method. 
And we imagine that, after all, the objection 
is not so much to the method, as to the Book 
Itself, to its propositions, doctrine, dogma, fact. 

R.F.G. 


WHO IS JESUS: 


The book of Hebrews says - “Jesus is above 
all.” It reveals the essential preeminence of 


Christ. 


The first chapter gives us an amazing and 
glowing pen-portrait of the Saviour. (Heb. 1) 


He emerges as God's “Sen,” appointed as 
“heir,” inheriting the universe which He cre- 
ated. (v.2). 


He reveals God as the rays of the sun reveal 
its glories for He is the exact “image” of God. 
He is carrying the universe to its goal. He is 
the sin-bearer cleansing the heart. He occupies 
the “right hand” position of “the Majesty on 


high.” (v.3). 


He is far above “Angels” who worship Him. 
(vv. 4-6). 


The tall climax of the “Portrait” lets us hear 
God the Father calling Him “God” - who has 
an eternal “forever and ever” Throne. An un- 
ending Throne because no hidden source of 
corruption or evil: the scepter of His Kingdom 
is a scepter of “Righteousness,” which “Right- 
eousness” He loves. (vv.7-9). 


Therefore He abides - ‘““Thou remainest” - all 
else ages and crumbles but “Thou art the 
same” - His years never run out - “Shall not 
fail.” (vv. 10-12). 


There He is - seated at God’s “Right Hand” 
until the consummation of the plan of the 
ages. (v. 13). 


The word was made flesh and dwelt among 
us. (And we beheld His glory - the glory as of 
the only begotten of the Father). Full of grace 
and truth.” (John 1:14). 

S. McPheeters Glasgow. 





Preachers in Politics 


IT SEEMS THAT THE FATHER OF OUR 
COUNTRY showed real concern over the 
political use of the pulpit in his day. The 
Evening Star, Washington, D. C., on January 6, 
1956, carried the following letter written by 
Genevieve Clark Thompson of Gaylord, Clarke 
County, Va.: 


No act of our founding fathers was wiser 
than the firmness with which they separated 
church and state in ow republic. 
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Therefore, as a Christian, imperfect indeed, 
and “standing in the need of prayer,” I deeply 
deplore the clergy, in their clerical character, 
taking part in political controversies. 


I do not suggest that ministers should be 
deprived of their civil rights. But their political 
activities should be carried on in the hurly- 
burly of the political arena, not from the sanc- 
tuary of the pulpit or ecclesiastical guilds, and 
as American citizens, not ministers of God. They 
should not use the pulpit as a barricade and 
the priestly cloth as a shield but should stand 
forth and take blow for blow even as other 
men. It would be a more manly posture. 


It is unfair to impose their political views 
upon people who go to church to worship God 
and who are unable to reply unless our churches 
are to be turned into debating societies, which 
would be an unseemly spectacle indeed. 


A friend of mine, a devout woman, daughter 
of one of the most eminent clergymen of his 
time, is so disturbed by the political gyrations 
of her pastor concerning the Gray report that 
she says she feels like worshiping in the fields. 
And in another congregation close by, financial 
support has been withdrawn already by at least 
one member. These are ominous signs in the 
wind which wise men would do well to heed. 


The clergy, of all people, should remember 
the beautiful passage from Ecclesiastes begin- 
ning, “To everything there is a season, such a 
time to every purpose under heaven.” And sure- 
ly no man of the cloth can forget the response 
made by our Lord when the Pharisees sought to 
entangle Him in the politics of His time, “Ren- 
der, therefore, unto Caesar the things which are 
Caesar’s, and unto God the things that are 
God's.” 


To expound their political philosophy and 
denounce the civil authorities in their priestly 
character is a gross impropriety serving neither 
church nor state. The most likely result of 
their political effort will be to split their 
churches asunder, a consequence which all Chris- 
tians must contemplate with dismay. 


With all due respect, I should like to remind 
these reverend gentlemen that as the source 
of ultimate power of our Republic is in its 
citizens, so the ultimate power of the churches 
is in their members. A shepherd without a 
flock is a sorry figure. 


As an Episcopalian (dues-paying and church- 
attending) I have been shocked and mortified 
by the conduct of some clergymen on political 
matters. Another Episcopal layman, George 
Washington, so objected to his pastor’s political 
preaching prior to the Revolutionary War that 
he absented himself from church for some time. 
Incidentally, if the politics of the majority of 
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the Episcopal clergymen had then been followed 
we would still be colonial subjects of the British 
Crown. 


The question presently before the voters is 
not a religious question. It is a civil one. And 
in political or governmental questions no 
churchman, high or low, speaks for me. 





God Has Spoken 
By Rev. Wil R. Johnson, D.D. 


That is at once the wonder and the glory of 
our Christian faith. God has spoken to His 
people. Jehovah, the self-existent, self-revealing 
One, is the God who speaks to men. From the 
beginning this has been so, and is still so. He 
has consistently and persistently unveiled Him- 
self through five special channels, which taken 
separately is each one tremendously arresting, 
and altogether are absolutely convincing. 


From before the beginning God has spoken 
through the Living Word. John 1.1, which says 
“In the beginning was the Word,” could per- 
haps better be translated “Before the begin- 
ning,” because the word “beginning” is in our 
thinking associated with the idea of time. The 
Word was before time began, for He was with 
God, and was God. From Him came the word 
that brought the universe into being. He spake 
and it was done. He commanded and it stood 
fast. All things were made by Him, and with- 
out Him was not anything made that was made. 
In all the unfolding through the ages of the 
Eternal purpose He was the Spokesman of the 
Godhead. His message was brought to a climax 
when “the Word was made flesh, and dwelt 
among us,” and redemption as well as creation 
came from and through Him. He is the tap 
root, or the bubbling spring of all revelation— 
the Living Word. 


The Pictured Word of creation has also been 
a channel through which God has spoken to 
men. His finger prints are on all that He has 
made. The heavens declare the glory of God 
and the firmament showeth His handiwork, 
day unto day uttereth speech and night unto 
night showeth knowledge. There is no speech 
nor language where their voice is not heard. 
Their message has gone out to the ends of the 
earth. Through them has come a clear revela- 
tion of His eternal power and Godhead, leaving 
all men without the excuse of ignorance. Hence 
all men, be they ever so savage and barbarous, 
instinctively worship some conception, too often 
pitifully crude, of their Maker. 


The Whispered Word of His Spirit in the 
hearts of men has been evident from the first 
man, until this day with its myriads of people. 
With an ever-present Conscience as a sounding 
board, this monitor of the soul, the voice of 
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God in the heart, has never ceased to speak in 
the still small voice, saying “This is the way, 
walk ye in it,” and as men have followed, they 
have been led into the Light that shineth more 
and more unto the perfect day. 


The Spoken Word of His prophets has been 
clothed with moving and transforming power 
from the beginning of history. As holy men of 
God have risen to speak as they were Spirit 
driven, their words have burned and blessed in 
miracle working power. It was so in the cradle 
days of the race, and it is still so in these closing 
days of a dying age. God uses human instru- 
ments, now as always, to unveil His heart and 
mind. 


Last and in a sense most important of all, 
God speaks through His Written Word, and 
it is this which gives meaning and authority 
to all the four just named. Its testimony is con- 
clusive in each connection. If any man declares 
himself to be a prophet of God, and speaks that 
which is contrary to the Scriptures, he can be at 
once dismissed as a false prophet. If any spirit 
speaks to our hearts, be it ever so persuasively, 
suggesting something which is contrary to the 
law and the gospel, it is a seducing spirit, and 
not the Spirit of God. God or creation is very 
obscure, until the scales have been brushed 
from our eyes by the new birth. Until then any 
revelation of Him through His pictured word 
creates little more than a groping wonder at 
the best, and frequently nothing but a deep- 
rooted fear and awe. We are born again, not 
of corruptible seed, but of incorruptible, by 
the Word of God, which liveth and abideth for- 
ever. It is through this Written Word that 
our eyes are opened to the transfiguring power 
of the Living Word: 


“Heaven above is softer blue, Earth around 
is sweeter green, 
Glory shines in every hue, Christless eyes 
have never seen; 
Birds with gladder songs o’erflow, Flowers 
with brighter beauty shine 
Since I know, as now I know, I am His 
and He is mine.” 


Then: 


“Earth’s crammed with heaven, and every 
common bush’s afire with God.” 


Most startling of all is the fact that but for 
the Written Word, we would long since have 
lost our Christ! The Living Word would have 
faded into the fogs of mythology! That is the 
reason why an adviser of a persecuting Roman 
Emperor told him all his bloody work would 
be in vain, even if he slew the last Christian, 
so long as there was one copy of the Scriptures 
left on earth. The Church is reborn in every 
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generation because the Living Word, who alone 
can give life to a soul dead in trespasses and 
sin, is unveiled through the Written Word, and 
the longing eyes of lost souls catch a glimpse of 
the glory of God in the face of Jesus Christ, 
in these sacred pages, and rise to newness of life. 





The Way of Salvation 


By The Rev. Floyd E. Hamilton 
Centreville, Ala. 


“And in none other is there salvation: for neither 
is there any other name under heaven, that 1s 
given among men, whereby we must be saved.” 


Acts 4:12. 


For the past two weeks we have discussed 
the question of theological Modernism and 
Evangelicalism. Two weeks ago we mentioned 
thirteen points in theology among many in 
which Modernism and Evangelicalism differ. 
We then discussed the inspiration of the Bible. 
The Evangelical believes that the Holy Spirit 
so guided and controlled the writers of the 
Bible that what they wrote was true and was 
the truth God wanted his people to have. Mod- 
ernism rejects the whole Bible as the inspired 
Word of God so that it is God’s Word whether 
we like it or not, and the Barthians hold that 
only when God’s Spirit uses the Bible portions 
as the means of giving a direct revelation of 
God does the Bible in that part become the 
Word of God to us. As others read the same 
portion it may not be the Word of God to 
them. 


Then last week we saw that the Modernist 
and Evangelical regard man quite differently. 
The Evangelical regards man as a created liv- 
ing soul who has fallen into sin, so that apart 
from the work of the Spirit of God, he is 
spiritually dead in sins and must be regenerated 
by the Holy Spirit in order for him to believe 
in Christ and be saved. The Modernist regards 
man as having ascended from the higher ani- 
mals by evolution, so that he does not need 
regeneration or need to get right with God 
in order to have eternal life. Modernists regard 
man as good by nature, so that he can be taken 
into the church and the kingdom of God with 
no change such as the New Birth. 


It follows from this that there is a total dif- 
ference between the Modernist and the Evan- 
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gelical regarding the way of salvation. The Bible 
teaches that there is only one way of salvation, 
namely trust in the substitutionary death of 
Jesus Christ alone for salvation. 


The Bible teaches that because man is dead 
in trespasses and sins he can do nothing to 
save himself, and without the regeneration of 
God’s Spirit he cannot even believe unto sal- 
vation. 


The Modernist rejects the belief in Christ as 
the only way of salvation. Some Modernists 
would hold that man does not need to be 
saved at all. In his natural state he is already 
in the kingdom of God and needs only a little 
teaching and help to be all the man that God 
wants him to be. He holds that sin has not 
separated between man and God, and therefore 
holds that man can come to God at any time 
he wants to. There is a popular song today 
that expresses the Modernist’s idea of the rela- 
tionship between man and God, when it says 
that though God is grieved to see the way we 
live, He will always forgive us, with no trust 
in the atonement of Christ, but simply by arbi- 
trarily forgiving us, apparently not even with 
repentance! 


Other Modernists would hold that there are 
many ways to God, and that other religions 
such as Mohammedanism, Buddhism or Con- 
fucianism are equally good ways to God, though 
possibly Christianity has a few advantages over 
other religions. Such Modernists would hold 
that Christianity is far from being an exclusive 
way of salvation, as the Bible teaches, but that 
any sincere religionist, no matter what his be- 
liefs may be, is acceptable to God if he leads 
a good life, or at least a respectable life. The 
Modernist would hold that good character and 
good deeds are the passports to heaven, for 
strangely enough, most Modernists would hold 
that there is a heaven where everybody is 
going. 


Modernists would all deny that there is a 
place of eternal punishment for unrepentant 
sinners, as the Bible teaches. Evangelicals might 
not agree as to the nature of eternal punishment 
for unrepentant sinners, but all evangelicals 
would agree that there is eternal punishment 
for those who reject Jesus Christ as their Saviour 
and Lord. 


The Modernist would hold that men are to 
follow the example of Jesus Christ in Christian 
living in order to earn salvation if any salva- 
tion is needed at all by man, but they would 
hold that many people who are not even be- 
lievers in following the example of Christ will 
be in heaven because of their good lives. In 
other words, goodness or Kindliness, or respecta- 
bility are the passports to heaven, though when 
pressed about it, they would deny that there 
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are any restrictions on the kind of people who 
will go to heaven. 


Because he thinks that we are all on our 
way to heaven, the Modernist places great em- 
phasis on the social gospel and changing out 
environment for the better, as the way to realize 
the kingdom of God on earth. The Modernist 
is in the forefront of all movements for church 
union and social issues. Because he does not 
believe in individual salvation through the shed 
blood of Jesus Christ, he is strong for all group 
methods of reforming society. One of the rea- 
sons a number of clergymen have been found 
in the so-called “pink” groups is because they 
look upon socialistic enterprises as the best 
ways of bringing in the kingdom of God on 
earth. Though one does not have to be a Mod- 
ernist in order to be in favor of the United 
Nations, all real Modernists would of course 
be enthusiastic for the United Nations because 
they believe the world is to be saved through 
political action rather than by the preaching 
of the individual gospel of salvation through 
the shed blood of Jesus Christ. 


When we turn to the Bible we find that the 
Bible is very definite in telling us that the 
wav of salvation is only by believing in the 
saving work of Jesus Christ who died in place 
of believers on the cross. Paul said that anyone 
who preached a different gospel, a different way 
of salvation, was to be anathema, that is, ac- 
cursed. 


You see the trouble is that man cannot be 
reformed into the kingdom of God. He is 
dead in sins and needs to be made alive by 
the Spirit of God before he can even believe 
unto salvation. He is not naturally a citizen 
of the kingdom of God. He is naturally a citizen 
of the kingdom of the devil, and only the power 
of God can bring him out of that kingdom 
into the kingdom of God. Neither education, 
nor environment changes, social movements o1 
political changes will save him or make him 
anything else but what he is by nature, a child 
of the devil. God can change him but man 
can t. 


Then the Bible is very definite in teaching 
that there is only one way of salvation, not two 
Ways, or many ways, but only one way, through 
trust in Jesus Christ and his atoning work. There 
is a very good reason for this exclusiveness of 
Christianity. God is the Sovereign God and He 
alone can tell us how we can approach Him. 
Jesus Christ said that he who climbs up anothet 
way is a thief and a robber. God has chosen 
just one way of approach to him, and that is 
through Jesus Christ alone. It is sin that has 
separated between God and man, and unless 
that sin question is settled, man has no right 
to come into the presence of a Holy God. The 
sin question has been settled by the death of 
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Christ on the cross, and there is no other name 
given among men whereby we must be saved. 
That means that all other religions are false 
ways of salvation, and lead only to dead ends, 
not to eternal life in heaven. It makes not a 
bit of difference whether man is respectable, 
kindly to his family, liked by his neighbors and 
friends, and regarded as good by all his ac- 
quaintances. Unless he comes to God by Jesus 
Christ alone, and trusts in His atoning work, he 
is still a sinner, and still a member of the king- 
dom of Satan. 


When Nicodemus came to Christ, he came 
as an honest, respectable Pharisee, well-thought 
of by all his friends, yet Jesus told him “Ye 
must be born again!” The gate to eternal life 
is small and narrow, but it is the gate to life, 
and it is the only gate to life. 


The Modernist can be indifferent to doctrinal 
issues because they are not important to him, 
but to the evangelical, doctrinal points con- 
cerning the way of salvation are all-important, 
for an error in the teaching about the way of 
salvation will send men to hell not to heaven. 


Of course, this is a narrow view, but it is 
the only true view of the way of salvation. It 
is easy to see why evangelicals are opposed to 
church union with churches where Modernism 
is dominant. It is because the souls of men 
and women and boys and girls are at stake. 
The fact that God so loved the world that he 
gave his only begotten Son that whosoever 
believeth on him should not perish but have 
everlasting life, is the reason we cannot trifle 
with the message of the way of salvation to a 
dying world. 


If God loved his people enough to come in 
the person of God the Son and die for them, 
what a tragedy it would be if those for whom 
Christ died were to be given the idea that they 
did not need to trust that Saviour in order to 
be saved! We love Him because He first loved 
us, but if our message does not include the rea- 
son why we must love Him, or if we do not 
tell how much He loved us: enough to die in 
our place, then we will be betraying our Lord 
and Saviour. That is why we cannot make peace 
with the Modernist. He betrays the Lord who 
bought us with his blood, and we would join 
in that treachery if we become tolerant of his 
message that leads men to think they do not 
need to trust Christ for salvation. 
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Helps To Understanding 
Scripture Readings 
in Day by Day 
By C. C. Baker 


Sunday, August 12, Psalm 33:8-22. The 
strong nations of the earth need to recognize 
the mighty power of the Lord. Simply by His 
spoken word the Universe came into being 
(vv.6,9). Not only is the word of the Lord 
able to create, but it is holy and righteous 
(v.4). God’s very creation bespeaks of this 
fact (v.5). His thoughts and ways stand for- 
ever (v.11). He beholds the ways of men (v.13- 
15). What becomes of the nation that worships 
Him (v.12,18-19)? of the nation that acts as if 
He did not exist (v.10)? of the nation that 
depends on its own resources (v.16-17)? Do 
you as an individual recognize that you fare in 
accordance with your relation to the Almighty 
God? Allow wv. 20-22 to be your prayer for this 
nation as she faces the difficult days ahead. 


Monday, August 13, Psalm 37:1-9. The 
Psalmist is troubled with the problem of the 
prosperity of the wicked. What negative ad- 
monitions are listed in facing this problem 
(vv.1,7,8) ? Why is the reader thus admonished 
(vv.2,9,10) ? Do you find it difficult not to fret 
over injustices which cannot be corrected 
(v.8b)? The positive admonitions of vv.3-7 
form the cure for the sin of fretfulness. What 
is involved in the “trusting” and “committing” 
of vv.3,5? What does God promiine to do when 
these conditions are met (vv.3,5,6)? The Chris- 
tian should also learn to wait upon the Lord 
in prayer (vv.7,9), and delight in His fellow- 
ship (v.4). Does a placing of your eyes upon 
a just God replace the fretfulness of v.1 in your 
life? 

Tuesday, August 14, Psalm 139:1-18. Few of 
us realize how intimately God is acquainted 
with us (vv.1-6). There is no place we can go 
where God is not (vv.7-12). He knew us even 
before He created us in the womb (vv.13-16). 
These thoughts about God become very precious 
to the Psalmist (vv.17-18) and knowing God’s 
holiness and hatred of sin, he prays God’s judg- 
ment upon evil doers (vv.19-21). The Psalmist 
then closes by asking God to root out sin in 
his own life (vv.22-24). While aware of the 
evil that is in the world are you aware also 
of the sinfulness that is in your own heart? Do 
you know how keenly aware God is of what is 
in your heart? 


Wednesday, August 15, Psalm 135:13-21. The 
Hebrew was often full of the praises of God 
(vv.1-4,19-21) because the God whom He wor- 
shipped was not made of silver and gold (vv.15- 
18), but was the living God (vv.5-7) who 
worked in history in behalf of His people 
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(vv.8-12). Study each of the characteristics of 
the gods of the heathen (vv.15-17) and find a 
contrast with what the Psalmist says of the God 
of Israel (vv.1-14). It creates a sense of wonder 
to know that the God we worship is alive and 
active in the life of this world. He is not dead! 
Join with the Psalmist in the praise of vv.1-4, 
19-21. 


Thursday, August 16, Psalm 130. Even from 
the depths of despair (v.1) the Psalmist sounds 
the song of hope. The Psalmist has sinned 
(v.4), but his real love and trust is the Lord 
(vv.5-6). Picture the watchman standing guard 
over the city in the early morning hours search- 
ing for the dawn (v.6). So, the Psalmist yearns 
for the Lord (vv.5-6). From his sin, what con- 
fidence does he express in the Lord (vv.3-4, 
7-8)? The Psalmist takes God at His word 
(v.5b) in claiming forgiveness and restoration 
of fellowship. By faith, too, from I John 1:9 
the sincere Christian can claim complete for- 
giveness and cleansing from his sin. 


Friday, August 17, Psalm 103:6-12. The mes- 
sage of the Hundred-and-third Psalm needs lit- 
tle comment. The Psalmist begins with praise 
to God - “Forget not all His benefits” (v.2). 
His benefits are listed in vv.3-5. Verses 6-18 
give further evidences of God’s mercies. He 
vindicates His own (vv.6-7); He is merciful to 
those who “fear” Him (vv.8-11); He is forgiving 
toward the repentant sinner (vv.12-18). How 
do the mercies of God as described in vv.9-12, 
14-18 substantiate the picture of Him as a 
father (v.13)? Meditate upon the figures used 
to describe: the depth of God’s mercies (v.11); 
the width of His forgiving grace (v.12); the 
duration of His compassion. (Contrast vv.15-16 


with v.12). 


Saturday, August 18, Psalm 19:7-14. The 
glory of God is proclaimed by the heavens them- 
selves (vv.1-6). Though they speak no tongue 
nor language (v.3), the message they proclaim 
is universal (vv.1-2,4). In beholding the 
heavens in vv.2,5-6 what message is proclaimed 
to you concerning God (v.1)? However, it is 
the Word of God (vv.7-13) that speaks to us 
of our relation to the Creator. List the words 
in v.7-10 that describe the Law of God. What 
effects does it have on the Ps aanies (vv.7-14) ? 
How does it satisfy his soul (v.10)? > Keep him 
from sin (vv.11-13) ? Give him a spirit of 
dedication (v.14)? What effect has the Word 
of God had in your life? 
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ANGLERS 


(From “New Testament Evangelism” 


By Wade C. Smith) 
Lesson No. 150 


By Groups — THE PASTOR THE LEADER 

We come now to see how the individual may 
be grouped with others in the church organiza- 
tion for greater effectiveness in reaching all the 
unsaved people in the community. And as we 
begin to touch the organic life of the church, 
we first recognize the Pastor’s position of lead- 
ership. He is responsible for preparing, in plain 
terms, a constructive plan of action. It should 
be considered by the Session, who upon approval 
will adopt it as “official.” Then the matter is 
in shape for presentation to the congregation. 
The congregational phase, however, will be 
treated in a later lesson. In this lesson we are 
dealing with groups within the congregation. 
It will be noticed that the dominant idea in 
all of this study is to begin with the individual 
and work outward. Thus, the individual first, 
groups second, then larger bodies. The ultimate 
thought is not merely for the congregation, but 
for the whole denomination - and the entire 
Christian forces of the world. The point, how- 
ever, is to never for an instant lose sight of one’s 
own personal privilege and obligation. That 
is the fatal pitfall for a movement like this. The 
larger the groups with which we are associated, 
the greater the danger of shrinking our own 
responsibility. 


Natural Groupings. There are several meth- 
ods suggested for group organization in the 
church. One is to group in four divisions: the 
men - the women - the young people - the Sun- 
day School. Some may wish to add the officers 
as another group. There would necessarily be 
some overlapping, but that can be adjusted. 
What we want is a minimum of organization, 
consistent with greatest efficiency. In a large 
congregation these groups should be sub-divided. 
Ten men can work together more effectively 
in this plan than fifty. The same applies to 
the other divisions. Each group should have 


a leader, and the Pastor should be ex-officio 
member of each, also acting as the director 
general. 


It may be objected that we are multiplying 
organizations and sapping valuable time.  Al- 
most any progressive proposition will meet that 
cry. Sometimes it is the spokesman of wisdom, 
sometimes of just pure laziness. But it would 
be well to consider that if bringing the unsaved 
to Christ, or more properly, taking Christ to 
the unsaved, is not the all-important mission of 
the church; and that present methods, with all 
the present organization are falling far short 
of the task. This being the case, may it not be 
well to do some shifting in organization that 
will give a plan of organized personal evangelism 
a chance to show its possibilities? It is quite 
probable that existing departmental organiza- 
tion may not be disturbed, but that the group- 
ing here suggested may be so welded as to 
inoculate them all with the spirit of evangelism 
in a personal way. At the same time, caution 
is advised, lest the plan get sunk into the old 
ruts which have already blocked progress. For 
instance, there is a “Spiritual Life” committee 
in some of the departments mentioned. If this 
plan is “referred to the Spiritual Life Commit- 
tee” make sure that it is not misunderstood to 
be an assignment of the personal work of that 
department to that committee. To the Spiritual 
Life Committee, if thoroughly alive, may be 
charged the promotion of the personal evange- 
lism plan for that department; but let it be 
clearly understood that the plan is to engage 
every member of the department in soul-win- 
ning, and in all the activities connected with 
the soul-winning program. 


Remember, we are working at a plan here to 
save sinners - the one thing which lay closest 
to the Master’s heart. May it not be that we 
can depend upon Him to show the way through 
any difficulties of organization which may arise? 
Perhaps these very difficulties are the challenge 
to our faith, which, if met in the power of the 
Spirit, will make the victory all the more com- 
plete! 

A program for the group - in next lesson. 


Recommend The Journal To Friends 
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SABBATH SCHOOL LESSONS 
LESSON FOR AUGUST 12 





REV. J. KENTON PARKER 





The Way Of Christian Fellowship 


Background Scripture: John 13:3-15, 34, 35; I John 1 - 2:17; I John; WI John 


Devotional Reading: Philippians 2:1-11 


There would be no difficulty about “Christian Fellowship” if we would heed the words olf 


Paul in our Devotional Reading: 


“Fulfill ye my joy, that ye be like-minded, having the same love, 


being of one accord, of one mind. Let nothing be done through strife or vainglory; but in lowli- 


ness of mind let each esteem other better 


themselves. Look not every man on his own 


things, but every man also on the things of others. Let this mind be in you which was also in 


Christ Jesus,” etc. Here we have a_ perfect 
recipe for Christian Fellowship and the Supreme 
Example. What a wonderful place of fellow- 
ship the Church would be if we would follow 
this recipe and His marvelous life! The whole 
lesson period could be most profitably used in 
the study of this great selection from Paul’s let- 
ter to the Philippian church. It forms a most 
fitting introduction to this study. 


I. Christian Fellowship at the Lord’s Table: 
John 13: 3-15,34,35. 


This beautiful scene takes place in the upper 
room where the feast of the Passover was kept 
and the Lord’s Supper instituted. John supple- 
ments the accounts in the other Gospels by 
giving us this incident. It is so closely con- 
nected with the Sacrament of the Lord’s Sup- 
per that some denominations observe it as a 
part of that Feast. 


Back of it we find the love of Jesus for His 
disciples.: “having loved his own which were 
in the world, he loved them unto the end.” 
(13:1). The whole incident is unsurpassed as 
a picture of love manifesting itself in humility 
and service. Compare verse 3 with Philippians 
2:6 and you have another bit of background 
for your picture. Verse 3 reads, “Jesus knowing 
that the Father had given all things into his 
hands, and that he came from God, and went 
to God.” Philippians 2:6 reads, “Who, being 
in the form of God, thought it not robbery to 
be equal with God.” Continue the comparison 
through the passage. Here we have Amazing 
Love, Amazing Humility, Amazing Grace! When 
we think of how rich and glorious He was, and 
how low He stooped, as He took the towel and 
girded Himself, and washed the disciples’ feet, 
we begin to realize the beauty of this picture, 
and its lesson for us. 


“If I then, your Lord and Master, have 
washed your feet: ye also ought to wash one 
another’s feet. For I have given you an ex- 
ample, that ye should do as I have done to 
you.” Some, as I have said, take these words 
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literally and observe a “Foot-washing” cere- 
mony. We feel that Jesus is stating a great 
principle which should guide us in our attitude 
toward others. No service is too small or too 
humiliating or menial, for us to perform if 
in doing it we can serve someone, and we will 
be willing to do it if we have sufficient love 
one for another. We are all equal, as Lord 
Wellington said, around the Lord’s table, and 
it is a good place for each to esteem others 
better than themselves, and to be ready to serve 
rather than be served. “If ye know these things, 
happy are ye if ye do them” (verse 17). Verses 
34 and 35 explain what Jesus means: A new 
commandment I give unto you, that ye love 
one another. By this shall all men know that 
ye are my disciples, if ye love one another.” 
Love is the great “solvent” for all our problems 
in connection with Christian Fellowship.” 


Il. Christian Fellowship and the World: 
I John | - 2:17. 


The first epistle of John might be called, 
“The Christian in the World.” Jesus had prayed 
in John 17, “I pray not that thou shouldest 
take them out of the world, but that thou 
wouldest keep them from the evil (one)”’. “In 
the world . . . but not of the world,” is His 
ideal for the Christian. We are living in a world 
full of darkness, of sin, of hatred. We are not 
to love this wicked world except with the same 
sort of love that God has for it—the love of 
compassion, that seeks to save it. There are 
many beautiful things in the world, of course, 
like the flowers and other beauties of nature, 
but John is thinking of the world as it is largely 
“in the lap” of the god of this world, the devil, 
and the command of John 2:5 is very plain; 
“Love not the world, neither the things that 
are in the world. If any man love the world, 
the love of the Father is not in him.” 


We cannot have fellowship with such a 
world. It would detile us and do the world 
no good. We can never “win the world” by 
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any such method. The world would only have 
contempt for us. What do these Christians 
here? would be the question that it would ask. 
“Come out from among them and be ye sepa- 
rate, saith the Lord.” “What concord hath 
Christ with Belial, or the temple of God with 
idols? 


Our fellowship is characterized by freedom 
from sin, by victory over sin, by walking in 
the light, by a love of the brethren, which the 
world does not know, and cannot know. By 
adorning the doctrine of Christ we are to show 
the world what real Christian Fellowship is, 
and in this way attract and influence the world 
to turn to Christ. That was the reaction of 
the people at Pentecost. When they saw the 
Christians loving each other and sharing all 
they had, many of them turned to the Lord 
and were added to the Church. I believe very 
firmly that if the church as a whole would show 
these same characteristics that more men and 
women of the world who have been trying in 
vain to satisfy their craving for “fellowship” 
in the ways of the world would turn to the 
“better way” of life in Christ. We have some- 
thing far better to offer than night clubs and 
dance halls and road houses and gambling dens. 
Many in the world are like Lord Byron, drink- 
ing of every cup which the world has to offer, 
and then dying of thirst. The souls of men 
can never be satisfied on the husks of the 
hog pen. 


Ill. Christian Fellowship in the Home: II John. 


A Christian home is the nearest thing to 
heaven that we will find on this earth. Heaven 
is a place of blessed fellowship, where we will 
enjoy God and the companionship of the saints 
throughout the ages of eternity. Home is a 
place where we enjoy the fellowship of those 
we especially love for the few years that we 
spend during our pilgrimage. 


In the second epistle of John he is writing 
to “the elect lady and her children.” The natural 
meaning of these words is that he is writing 
to a mother in her home. It is thought that 
the husband and father is dead and that the 
whole responsibility of the home rests upon 
the widow and mother. 


What are some of the marks of this home 
where there is a fine atmosphere of fellowship? 
Certain words are prominent in the epistle. The 
first is “Truth.” No home can be strong with- 
out truth as a pillar. The second is “Love.” 
Truth and love go hand in hand in every Chris- 
tian home. Truth makes the home strong, and 
love makes it sweet. The third is Obedience, 
or as John expresses it, “walking after his com- 
mandments.” Obedience makes the home 
beautiful. It is disobedience which has made 
the world ugly. The sky is beautiful because 
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the sky obeys the laws of God. Nature is beau- 
tiful because nature obeys. “Only man is vile” 
and ugly, and it is because he disobeys. The 
fourth is “Joy.” A Happy home is a magnetic 
home. 


John does not minimize, or try to hide, the 
dangers which threaten the home. There are 
many “deceivers” who have gone out into the 
world and they are bent on destroying the 
home. We must “look to ourselves” that we 
do not lose our homes. It takes “grace and 
mercy and peace,” and our homes must be 
“wrapped up in prayer” if we preserve thcse 
heavenly places of fellowship. 
IV. Fellowship in the Church: II John. 

One of the greatest privileges and blessings 
of the church is Fellowship. All churches do 
not have it. In some there is a “coldness” which 
can be felt; in others there are “factions” and 
feelings which spoil the picture. 


What does John have to say on this vital 
subject? 


He urges us to be “Healthy Christians.” “Be- 
loved, I wish above all things that thou mayest 
prosper and be in health, even as thy soul 
prospers.” In other words, I pray that your 
body may be in as good health as your soul. 
Healthy bodies are good; healthy souls, better. 
Gaius was a Christian with a healthy soul. 


He would have us to be “Helping Chris- 
tians” : “That we might be fellow-helpers to 
the truth.” The church has all kinds of Chris- 
tians in it; old and young, rich and poor, weak 
and strong. When we help one another, we 
are also helping ourselves, and we are helping 
Christ. Inasmuch as ye have done it to one of 
the least of these, my brethren, ye have done 
it unto me. 


We must be “Humble Christians.” Diotrephes 
was about to ruin the church. He wanted too 
much for himself; he talked too much about 
others; he was harsh in his attitude and deal- 
ings. A Diotrephes is a menace to any church 
and will destroy its fellowship. 


We should be “Heard-from Christians.” 
Demetrius had a good report of all men. This 
good report was like a bell sounding forth an 
invitation to outsiders to “come to church.” 
Such a Christian is the best advertisement a 
church can have. If our churches are filled 
with such Christians we will enjoy blessed fel- 
lowship. 
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YOUNG PEOPLE'S DEPARTMENT 





YOUTH PROGRAM FOR AUGUST 12 





REV. B. HOYT EVANS 





A Hero In The Struggle 
For The Souls Of Men 


Suggested Devotional Outline: 

Hymn: “Take The Name Of Jesus With You.” 

Prayer 

Scripture: John 14:1-14 

Hymn: “Wonderful Words Of Lile” 

Offering 

Hymn: “Rescue The Perishing” 

PROGRAM LEADER'S INTRODUCTION: 

The hero of the faith we are considering in 
this program is well known to most of us now, 
but seven or eight years ago very few people 
had heard of him. Today, there are not many 
Americans whose names are more familiar 
throughout the world than his. It is not un- 
usual for a soldier or a statesman, or even a 
sportsman to become world famous, but it is 
very unusual when a preacher is known all 
over the world. Our hero has become famous 
for his faithfulness and success in the struggle 
for the souls of men. This hero is the Rev. 
William Franklin Graham, who is generally 
known to the world as Billy Graham. 

Many of us are already familiar with the 
facts of his life and his ministry, but as we 
consider the living heroes of the faith, it is only 
fitting that we review the life and work of 
this man whom God has used in such a won- 
derful way. 


FIRST SPEAKER: 

Billy Graham was born in 1918 on a dairy 
farm just outside of Charlotte, N. C. His 
parents were faithful members of the Associate 
Reformed Presbyterian Church, and his early 
life was very typical of any farm lad in a 
Christian home. He went to Sunday School and 
church, but was not overly impressed with re- 
ligion. By the time he was seventeen he had 
begun to enjoy a rather reckless, thoughtless 
way of living. He was not a bad boy, he just 
had nothing important to live for. At this time 
he yielded to the urging of his parents and 
attended a revival in Charlotte. He gave his 
life to Christ and became truly a changed 
person. 


After high school he attended Bob Jones Col- 
lege (then in Cleveland, Tenn.) for a brief 
period. Leaving Bob Jones, he went to the 
Florida Bible Institute in Tampa, Florida. It 
was at this point that he began to preach. In 
1939 he was ordained to the ministry of the 
Southern Baptist church. The following year 
he entered Wheaton College from which he 
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was graduated in 1943. While at Wheaton Billy 
met Ruth Bell, the daughter of Dr. and Mrs. 
L. Nelson Bell, missionaries of our church to 
China. Two weeks after graduation they were 
married in Montreat. 

Soon after his marriage Billy began to work 
in the Youth for Christ Movement which had 
been only recently organized to win young 
people to Christ. During this time he met and 
worked with many of the young men who make 
up the Billy Graham team today. Together they 
traveled over the United States and the British 
Isles holding evangelistic meetings among 
young people. In 1949 the young evangelist 
really began to attract the attention of the 
American public in general. He was preaching 
in Los Angeles and the meetings started lasting 
weeks longer than planned. It was here that 
the converts made headlines as their number 
included movie stars and famous athletes. After 
this there were tremendous campaigns in major 
American cities, and more recently in the great 
cities of Britain and of continental Europe. 
SECOND SPEAKER: 

What is Billy Graham’s message? He would 
be the first person to insist that his preaching 
is not eloquent or intellectually brilliant. A 
few people have criticized his messages for the 
lack of these qualities. The thousands of peo- 
ple whose lives have been transformed through 
his preaching make the best defense for the 
effectiveness of the message he delivers. Billy 
strives for two things in his preaching: for it 
to be Biblical and for it to be simple. He in- 
sists that sin is the cause of all our real prob- 
lems, that all men are sinners who cannot save 
themselves, that Christ the Son of God died 
for sinners, that sinful men can have forgive- 
ness and life when they accept Christ by faith 
as Saviour and Lord. He sticks closely to these 
fundamental facts, avoiding all controversial 
matters, and the Lord has greatly honored his 
work. 

THIRD SPEAKER: 

If there is nothing extraordinary about the 
man or his message, what is the secret of his 
power? There is no denying the fact that power 
is there. In the recent Scotland crusade one 
prominent minister said that Graham’s power 
is the power of God. If you ask Billy to give 
an explanation for all that has taken place, 
he will tell you that God is the only explanation. 
The real secret seems to be the complete dedi- 
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cation of the man and all his associates to the 
will of God. They think not of themselves as 
accomplishing these things, but of Christ as 
working in and through them. This attitude 
explains their great emphasis on prayer. It also 
explains their complete reliance on the Bible 
as the authoritative word of God. Billy Graham 
would probably say that God is the real hero, 
but we all know that there is something genu- 
inely heroic about the unusual kind of humility 
and dedication which are found in him. 
FOURTH SPEAKER: 

It takes more than popularity to make a man 
a hero of the faith. Billy Graham has popu- 
larity, but he also has the power of God, and 
this power has resulted in remarkable success 
in soul winning. The successfulness of Billy 
Graham’s work can be measured in blessings 
to the souls of people. More than ten millions 
of people have heard him preach in about seven 
years. The decisions for Christ number into the 
hundreds of thousands. There has never been 
anything to equal it in the history of the world. 

Facts and figures about spiritual successes are 
very impressive, but they are also very imper- 
sonal. We could have a better idea of his work 
and its fruits, if we could talk with individuals 
who were contemplating suicide, who were the 
victims of vice, whose lives were torn by despair 
and futility until they found life and hope in 
his simple message. The one basic thing that 
makes us think of Billy Graham as a hero is 
the marvelous change God has wrought in the 
lives of so many through his work. 


! 
omen Ss Dork 


Appreciation of General Historian 

Occasionally it is called to the attention of the 
Church that some one has served over a long 
period of time in a certain place of responsibil- 
ity. The Church delights to honor such a faith- 
ful person. The Board of Women’s Work in 
the forty-fourth Annual Report submitted to 
the General Assembly, May 31, 1956, included 
the following “Appreciation of General His- 
torian”: 

“For twenty-five years, Mrs. W. T. Fowler 
of Lexington, Kentucky, has rendered an in- 
valuable service to the work of the Kingdom 
through the office of General Historian of 
the Board of Women’s Work. The Board 
accepted her resignation with regret and with 
a deep sense of appreciation of what she has 
accomplished through her counseling with 
historians and other leaders in their work 
of preserving records of work done by local, 
presbyterial and synodical Women of the 
Church organizations. 
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“Through her gifted ministry in this area 
of service, she has been used to lead thou- 
sands to a new understanding and apprecia- 
tion of history as ‘His Story’ of work wrought 
in His Name. The Board of Women’s Work 
would express gratitude for Mrs. Fowler's 
consecrated service, given all the twenty-five 
years, without remuneration, and for her ra- 
diant Christian life and influence which shall 
live on to His glory.” 


At the request of the Board of Women’s 
Work there has been prepared and will appear 
in the August 1956 issue of The Presbyterian 
Survey an article, entitled A Tribute, which 
gives more information about the work done 
by this friend and talented servant of our 
Church. 





Florida School for Children 


of Migrant Workers 
Thirty-one Mexican-American children began 
their formal education in the first Hendry Coun- 
ty school for children of migratory farm laborers. 


The students, children of migrants in the rich 
Devil’s Garden truck farm area deep in the 
Everglades, will be instructed by Floyd O. 
Raines, who is living in a house trailer parked 
next to the school. 


The one-room school building acquired by 
the county school board late in 1955, was moved 
to its present remote location and completely 
renovated. 





Stewardship 
Stewardship is a principle, a plan and a power. 
Ihe principle that gives direction to life and 


behavior is the acceptance of God’s entrustment 
to us. 


The plan makes provision for the continuous 
flow of our gratitude to him and our responsible 
concern for our fellow man. 


The power rests in the multiplied increase 
of the gift when dedicated to God. 
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Church News 


Tragic Refugee Problem 


Montreat — “No solution whatsoever” has been 
found for the tragic refugee problem in the Near 
East, one of the important factors in the tense 
situation there, the Rev. Paul B. Freeland of the 
Presbyterian Church, U. S., Board of World Mis- 
sions declared here recently. 


In a report to the members and staff of the 
Board, the secretary of the Department of Over- 
seas Relief and Inter-Church Aid also stated that 
he found, in visiting Spain during a tour of eleven 
European and Near Eastern countries, that mis- 
guiding reports have been made from that country 
concerning the Protestant seminary in Madrid. 


The seminary, closed by government order in 
February, was reported “open” after Protestant 
protests had been made to the Franco government. 
Press reports circulated throughout the world an- 
nounced the seminary was re-opened. 


“The ‘re-opening’ consists of removing the of- 
ficial seals from the doors, but a continuing ban 
on the holding of any seminary classes or activi- 
ties,” Mr. Freeland revealed. “All classroom doors 
and the doors to the library, as well as the street 
doors, had been sealed. Now the seals are re- 
moved.” He was allowed to visit the empty sem- 
inary. 


Chief purpose of the churchman’s trip was to 
participate in the Second Beirut (Lebanon) Con- 
ference on Refugee Problems. More than 60 
church and governmental welfare and relief work- 
ers were present from throughout the world for 
the five-day conference. 


The group reported that no progress in solving 
the refugee problem has been made during the 
eight years since hundreds of thousands of Arabs 
were dispossessed by the Israeli during the Israeli 
war. The conference found that: 


1. The number in the refugee camps has now 
passed 1,000,000, and is increasing at the rate of 
more than 25,000 a year. Additional thousands - 
estimated as high as half a million... are living 
in Arabian villages along the Israeli border, having 
lost farmlands from which they derived their living. 


2. Of the more than 1,000,000 refugees, almost 
one-half is under 16 years of age. 


3. In most refugee camps, unemployment is 97%, 
and hope of employment non-existent. 


4. More than 10% of the total are Arabian 
Christians, the rest Moslems. 


5. The refugees are living entirely off gifts of 
food supplied through Church World Service and 
other church and international relief agencies. 
Even so, the average daily calorie count is 1,500 
per person. 


The conference, in reporting the apparently hope- 
less situation, noted that only political adjustments 
can alleviate the problem, and noted these points 
at issue: 


1. The right to repatriation. 2. The adjustment 
and guarantee of frontiers. 3. The just claim to 
compensation. 4. The status of Jerusalem. 5. The 
equitable utilization of land and water resources. 
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During his stay in the Near East, Mr. Freeland 
was one of a party of 15 permitted to enter the 
Gaza Strip. This was the first party to visit the 
Strip in recent months, and movies taken of the 
group were televised throughout the United States 
and Western Europe. 


“The Gaza Strip,” Mrs. Freeland reported, “is 
five by 20 miles in area, and had a normal popu- 
lation of 100,000 before the Israeli war. Now, 
250,000 to 300,000 additional persons, refugees 
from what was southwest Palestine before it be- 
came Israel, have poured into the Strip.” 


Concerning the situation in Spain, Mr. Freeland 
revealed that persecution of Protestants is becom- 
ing progressively worse. 


“Protestants generally are not aware that at 
the same time that the seminary was closed, the 
British Bible Society and all other Bible societies 
working in Spain were closed, and their stocks 
of Bibles seized and destroyed,” he reported. 


During the trip, Mr. Freeland also represented 
the Presbyterian Church, U.S., at the annual 
World Council of Churches Conference on Inter- 
Church Aid, held this year in Les Rasses, Swit- 
zerland. More than 150 persons attended. 


ALABAMA 


Dr. Kingsley Morgan to London 


The Rev. Kingsley J. Morgan, minister of the 
Handley Memorial Church, of Birmingham, Ala- 
bama, will go to London, England, in July to 
preach for three Sundays in the historic West- 
minster Chapel made famous by his father, Dr. 
G. Campbell Morgan. 


In addition, Mr. Morgan will have the honor 
of delivering the Campbell Morgan Memorial Lec- 
ture. This Lectureship was inaugurated in 1949 
in memory of the great Bible expositor, and is 
delivered each summer. Because Dr. Morgan spent 
many years in the United States, and carried on 
an. itinerant teaching and preaching ministry 
throughout this country and in Canada, it seemed 
fitting to the Board of Governors to invite lec- 
turers alternately from England and from North 
America, and when possible this has been done. 
The lectures cover a wide territory of interest, 
but all have as a central core, the Bible - this in 
keeping with Dr. Campbell Morgan’s ministry 
which was essentially that of Biblical exposition. 


For the lecture this year Mr. Morgan will take 
as his subject “The Bible in the Life of the Mis- 
sionary.” 


Birmingham — Lebanon was described as one 
of the Christian strongholds of the Near East by 
the Rev. Gavriel Abdullah, pastor of Westminster 
Presbyterian Church in Jacksonville, Fla., in an 
interview here. Mr. Abdullah was in Birmingham 
to attend the sixth annual convention of the Ameri- 
can Syrian and Lebanese clubs, and to speak at 
Third Presbyterian Church. 


Mr. Abdullah said that the Christian missionaries 
are doing a great work in Lebanon, particularly 
at the American University in Beirut. In addition, 
many Lebanese are members of a Christian com- 
munity going back to apostolic times. 


Mr. Abdullah spoke Sunday evening, July. 8, to 
the Third Church congregation. The Rev. Mitchell 
Alexander, a local radio minister who also is of 
Lebanese descent, had part in the service. 
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Birmingham — The South Highland Presbyterian 
Church, to be host to the General Assembly in 
1957, began preparations for the occasion with the 
first meeting of its official planning committee 
early in July. 


_ Approximately 200 laymen attended this meet- 
ing. S. R. Carson is general chairman of the 
planning and arrangements for the host church. 


The General Assembly will hold its next meet- 
ing April 25 - May 1, 1957. 


Birmingham — Dr. James M. Gregory, whose 
present pastorate is the Napoleon Avenue Presby- 
terian Church in New Orleans, La., has accepted 
the call from Woodlawn Presbyterian Church in 
sirmingham, Ala. He will assume his duties as 
minister of the Birmingham church on Sept. 1, it 
was announced by church officers. 


GEORGIA 


Cornelia — Rev. Fred Clark, pastor of the First 
Presbyterian Church here, has been given a trip 
home to England by members of his congregation. 
He leaves July 24, and will return August 25. 


Mr. Clarke, who is a native of Yaddlethorpe, 
Lincolnshire, will visit brothers, sister, and friends 
whom he has not seen in 33 years. 


LOUISIANA 


New Orleans — Dedication of the new $150,000 
TeSelle Educational building adjoining Canal 
Street Presbyterian Church took place Sunday 
afternoon, July 8. 


The two-story brick and concrete structure is 
named for Mr. W. J. TeSelle and the late Adriana 
TeSelle, his wife, both of whom have been faith- 
ful and supporting members of the Canal Street 
Church since 1906. Mr. TeSelle is the senior elder 
of the church. A portrait of Mr. and Mrs. TeSelle 
was unveiled in the new building during the pro- 
gram by Mrs. Emily Johnston representing the 
Women of the Church. 


Those taking part in the dedicatory program 
were the Rev. Pat N. Easterling, the new church 
pastor; Louis T. Frantz, chairman of the building 
committee; C. D. Smith, church elder; W. J. Te- 
Selle, leading elder; David Remont, moderator of 
New Orleans Presbytery, and the Rev. G. H. Wil- 
son, secretary of the New Orleans Federation of 





Churches. The Rev. Alcee Martin, pastor of West- 
minster Presbyterian Church of Memphis, Tenn., 
preached the dedication sermon. 


Alexandria — Four churches in northeast Lou- 
isiana, three Presbyterian and one Methodist, held 
a joint meeting at Delhi Sunday evening, July 8, 
with Ralph Brewer, of Alexandria, president of 
the Louisiana Synod Men’s Council, conducting the 
service. Brewer spoke on men’s work to the min- 
isters and congregations of the Delhi, Winnsboro 
and Rayville Presbyterian Churches and the Delhi 
Methodist church. 


NORTH CAROLINA 


Greenville — Albermarle Presbytery — The fol- 
lowing men have been received into our Presbytery 
and are Pastors of the Churches indicated: 


Leslie C. Robinson (a graduate student from 
Union Seminary, from the Presbytery of Enoree) - 
Assistant Pastor, First Presbyterian Church, Rocky 
Mount, N. C. 


Edgar D. Byers (a graduate of Union Seminary) 
- Pastor of the George Kirby Memorial - Antioch 
field of Goldsboro, N. C. 


Edward C. Thornburg (a graduate of West- 
minster Seminary) - Pastor of Meadowbrook 
Church, Greenville, N. C. 


E. L. Willingham (who has spent a year in 
graduate study at Westminster Seminary) has 
been called to the Hollywood and Chicod Churches, 
which he formerly served. 


VIRGINIA 


Richmond — The appointment of seven persons 
to the Ad Interim Committee on Mass Communi- 
cations for the General Assembly of the Presby- 
terian Church, U. S., has been announced here by 
the Moderator of the Assembly, Dr. W. Taliaferro 
Thompson. 


Dr. Arthur Vann Gibson, pastor of Morningside 
Presbyterian Church, Atlanta, and a member of 
the National Council of Churches Broadcasting and 
Films Commission was named chairman. The com- 
mittee, as directed by the 1956 General Assembly, 
will study the Church’s use of radio and television, 
in all its phases and through all the agencies of 
the Church. 
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Ten Nine-Hundred Dollar Scholarships Awarded 
Montreat College 


This is an eventful experience in the history of Montreat College. Five hundred dollars ($500.00) 
of each scholarship will be awarded to the selected student and four hundred dollars ($400.00) of 
each scholarship will apply to the additional expenses of educating one student per year. 

THE STUDENT WINNING ONE OF THE SCHOLARSHIPS MAY HAVE IT RENEWED EACH 
SO THAT IT AMOUNTS TO TWO THOUSAND DOLLARS 


THE BASIS OF AWARDING THESE SCHOLARSHIPS 


High School Record ... 
Living and Service to the Church as a Church Musician, a Church Secretary, a Church Worker. 
We earnestly invite ministers and others to help us find the worthy young women for these splen- 


George A. Anderson, Vice President 
Montreat College 
Montreat, North Carolina 


Promise of Effective Christian 
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Other members of the committee are Dr. R. W. 
Kirkpatrick, Union Theological Seminary, Rich- 
mond, Va.; Dr. D. J. Cumming, Board of World 
Missions, Nashville, Tenn.; Mr. Cameron D. Deans, 
Board of Christian Education, Richmond, Va.; Mr. 
John Hart, station WBIR, Knoxville, Tenn.; Mr. 
Kenneth I. Tredwell, Station WBTV, Charlotte, 
N. C.; and Mrs. Wilson C. Wearn, Station WFBC- 
TV, Greenville, S. C. 


Richmond — Rev. Donald O. McInnis has 
been named as the new regional director of Chris- 
tian education for the Synod of Alabama, Pres- 
byterian Church, U. S. 


Formerly pastor of the First Presbyterian 
Church, Mt. Holly, N. C., Rev. Mr. McInnis took 
up his duties as field representative August 1, it 
was announced by Dr. Marshall C. Dendy, execu- 
tive secretary of the Presbyterian Board of Chris- 
tian Education. 


The new director replaces Rev. James Alexan- 
der, who joined the staff of the Church’s Board 
of Church Extension two years ago. 


Headquarters for the new director will be at 
5624 First Avenue, North in Birmingham, Ala- 
bama. Rev. Mr. McInnis and his family will live 
in a manse recently purchased by the Synod of 
Alabama. 


Theological Medical Clinic at U.T.S. 


Dr. Paul E. Scherer, Professor of Homiletics, 
Union Theological Seminary in New York, and Dr. 
David L. Stitt, President of Austin Presbyterian 
Theological Seminary, Austin, Texas, will be co- 
lecturers in a Preaching Clinic to be held at 
Union Theological Seminary in Virginia, July 30 
through August 10, 1956. 


Their lectures will be given at 10:30 A. M., July 
30 - August 3, and August 6-9. Also on the dis- 
tinguished faculty of the Clinic will be Dr. Warner 
L. Hall, Pastor of the Covenant Presbyterian 
Church, Charlotte, North Carolina; Dr. James A. 
Jones, President, Union Theological Seminary in 
Virginia; Dr. Robert White Kirkpatrick, Professor 
of Preaching, Union Theological Seminary in Vir- 
ginia; Dr. Julian Lake, Pastor of the First Presby- 
terian Church, Winston-Salem, North Carolina, and 
Dr. Donald G. Miller, Professor of New Testament, 
Union Theological Seminary in Virginia. 


Open to ordained ministers of all denominations, 
this annual Clinic is the only one of its kind in 
the United States. Its uniqueness stems from its 
similarity to a medical clinic. The Preaching 
Clinic’s purpose is to give the participating min- 
isters opportunities to improve their preaching 
abilities by personal diagnosis of their pulpit weak- 
nesses. Remedies are offered which will make the 
minister more effective in his delivery of sermons 
and his conduct of public worship. Each sermon 
preached by a student at the Clinic will be dis- 
cussed by two members of the faculty in the pres- 
ence of the assembled group. There will follow 
a period of discussion and questions from the 
group. 


Each night at 7:15, July 30 - August 3, and 
August 6-9, there will be a worship service led 
by one of the faculty members of the Clinic. These 
services as well as the morning lectures are open 
to the public. 
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Congo Campaign 


PTL Africa workers have moved 


into the Congo for another big drive. 
African Christians are enthusiastically 
cooperating in evangelization and 
Gospel distribution. 


PTL and Africans are 


conducting great Gospel meetings. 
Scriptures are being distributed in the 
French, Bangala, Swahili and 
Kingwana languages. 





Please pray daily for this great 
campaign. 


Write to: 
ALFRED A. KUNZ, International Director 


The Docket Testament League 








156 Fifth Avenue New York 10, N .Y 








A COMMENTARY ON THE BIBLE 
By MATTHEW HENRY 

Now again available after being out of print. 
New biographical edition. A monumental 
work that has been for nearly two centuries 
without an equal and is to Bible teachers 
and to preachers what Shakespeare is to 
secular literature. Complete in every 

Now in six-volume set, boxed, $24.50. Post- 


paid. 
ORDER FROM 


The Southern Presbyterian Journal 
WEAVERVILLE ... NORTH CAROLINA 


























TEACHERS WANTED — for Christian 
School—6-7 Grades, High School, Mu- 
sic. Write, call or wire W. E. Hill, Jr., 
Hopewell, Virginia. Phones: 5691, 
6765. 
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